
  

Dear Parents/Guardians:                                                      

Welcome to a new semester!  I am very excited to have the opportunity to teach your child Anatomy & 
Physiology at Fuquay-Varina High School!  I anticipate that this semester will be a successful one!  My hope 
is that we will have fun while learning a lot over the course of the spring semester.  I want you to know that 
I am here to help your student learn.  I sincerely want your student to be successful in school.  I am willing 
to do what I can to give him/her the opportunity to do so. 
 
I have asked your student to share with you our classroom policies and rules so that you will know what my 
expectations in the classroom are from the beginning.  I have these policies and rules in place so that the 
best learning environment is available for all students.  Please take the time to read over these and discuss 
them with your student.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about these policies 
and rules.  I am more than happy to discuss them with you.   
 

Anatomy & Physiology is a course designed for students that have a strong interest in, or desire to pursue a 
career in, the health and medical field. In order to be successful in this course, students must possess a high 
intrinsic motivation to learn.  The high level terminology used in this class is difficult, yet necessary.  In 
addition to this challenge, memorization is a key component to success in this class.  As a class, we will 
utilize various methods to help students with this task. 

We do several lab dissections in this course.  Specimens include a sheep heart & brain, cow eye, chicken 
wing, & fetal pig.  I am sensitive to the fact that not all students are dissectors by nature, but I sincerely 
believe that a hands-on course is the best and most interesting way to learn.  All specimens are treated with 
respect and I try to assign lab groups/partners according to dissecting preferences so that groups are well 
rounded. If there are any particular concerns, please have your student see me and we will work toward an 
agreeable solution. 

 
Progress reports are required by Fuquay-Varina High School.  Each time a progress report is sent home, 
your student is required to return it to me by a specific date with your signature on it.  I want to make sure 
that you are aware of your student’s progress before quarter grades are sent home.  Progress reports are 
scheduled to be sent home every three weeks, so please expect to see and sign this progress report.   
 
Mark your calendar for Open House on Thursday, February 9th from 6:00pm-7:30pm.  I look forward to 
meeting each of you at this time To keep in the loop of what we are doing in our classroom, follow me on 
Twitter (@mrshalkuff) and please visit my website at www.mrshalkuff.weebly.com, as I update the site 
regularly.  I also run a class and parent text and email list through which I will periodically send updates and 
reminders.  If you would like to be included on this list, please enroll in Remind101 by texting the number 
81010 with the code @2pspring17).  If you prefer to receive these updates as emails in lieu of text 
messages, please email 2pspring17@mail.remind.com.  You may leave subject blank.  If you would ever 
like an update on your student’s progress in the class, please feel free to email me directly at 
jhalkuff@wcpss.net.    As you can see, I want to work closely with you to make sure that your student has a 
successful semester.  I am looking forward to a great year with your child! 

  
Sincerely, 
 
Jamie L. Halkuff 
Science Teacher 
Fuquay Varina High School 
919-557-2511          

Student Supplies Teacher Wish List 
 2 Composition Notebooks 
 Highlighters (various colors) 
 1 pack Colored Pencils 
 #2 Pencils 
 Multicolored Pens (various colors) 
 6 Packages of Lined Index Cards 
 10 Glue Sticks 

For the Classroom 
 Sharpies 
 Dry Erase Markers 
 Crayons 
 Tissues 
 Dish & Hand Soap 

 Disinfecting Wipes 


