
Unit 6 Vocabulary 
Genetics The study of heredity 
Heredity The passing of physical characteristics from parent to offspring 

DNA Nucleic Acid that contains your genes; Found in the nucleus 
Genes An important segment of DNA hat codes for a trait 
Traits An inherited characteristic 
Alleles Different forms of a trait; Represented with capital or lowercase 

letters 
Haploid A cell that contains half (a single set) of chromosomes; Sex Cells (n) 
Diploid A cell that contains two copies (double) of each chromosomes; 

Somatic Cells (2n) 
Homozygous Having two of the same alleles for a trait. 

Heterozygous Having two different alleles for a trait. 
Recessive 

 
Trait that is only expressed if no dominant alleles are present; 

Denoted with a lowercase letter. 
Dominant Trait that is expressed if present; Denoted with a capital letter 
Genotype Combination of alleles 
Phenotype Physical expression of a trait 

Mitosis Somatic cell division; Produces identical cells (Asexual) 
Meiosis Gamete cell division; Produces variation among cells (Sexual) 
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